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Teaching all children: Challenges to providing early intervention
services in inclusive settings

public education for all three to five year old children with disabilities. This influential
law states that special education services will be provided in the least restrictive
environment, including community settings in which children without disabilities
« participate. Previously, most children with disabilities were served in segregated
«.a challengefor schools or classrooms. Combining children with and without disabilities has greatly
the field of ECSE  benefited both sets of children. At the same time, it has created unique challenges
ishowtofacilitate,  for school administrators and teachers attempting to incorporate all children and

supportand promote an appropriate and satisfactory educational experience for a classroom full
maintainthe of children with varying abilities and needs. An article by researchers with the Early
o Childhood Research Institute on Inclusion examines the particular ways in which
professionals successfully provide educational services in inclusive classroom settings.
participation of | SRR |
childrenwith Despite the differences among children, many of the educational goals remain the
disabilities in the same. These include:
actrvities of inclustve ’ _ ,
ECE programs” - - Becoming more confident learners
- Learning to interact positively with peers
Learning to respect others
Learning to communicate effectively
Acquiring and using problem-solving skills.

Through a review of the research and state of the practice, we’ve identified
certain strategies that facilitate, support, and maintainthe meaningful participation
of children with disabilities, and address the children’s individual goals and
objectives. These are:

'Providing environmental support by arranging the physical space, offering.
materials that promote learning, and encouraging proximity to peers
Adapting materials by stabilizing, enlarging, or otherwise modifying materials
to increase participation by all children -
Simplifying activities by dividing a routine into smaller parts or reducing the
number of steps to accomplish a task
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Using children’s preferences in identifying materials and activities that are of
particular interest to individual children

Prov1d1ng adult and peer support through feedback, prompts, or hand-over-
hand assistance

Providing special equipment such as adaptive equipment or technology
that allows more participation by all children.

About ECRII

The Early Childhood Research Institute on Inclusion (ECRII) is a national research
project funded by the U.S. Department of Education for a five-year period to study
the inclusion of preschool children with disabilities in settings with typically developing
children. The goal of ECRIT is to identify factors that help inclusion work, factors
that hinder inclusion, and strategies that may support the inclusion of young children
with disabilities in classrooms and communities. This comprehensive study of pre-
school inclusion is being done by researchers at five universities in different regions of
the country: San Francisco State University, the University of Maryland, the University
- of North Carolina, the Umversmy of Washington, and Vanderbilt University in Nash-
ville, Tennessee.

About this brief

Information provided comes from an in-depth look at inclusion in 16 preschool
programs across the country. The programs studied represent urban, suburban, and
rural communities, culturally diverse adult and child participants, and many different
ways of including young children with disabilities in typical settings. ECRII research-
ers have tried to describe and learn about inclusion from the viewpoint of the people
most involved in it—children with and without disabilities, families, teachers, adminis-
trators, and policymakers. Data collection included interviews, classroom observa-
tions, and analysis of relevant documents. This ECRII brief may be freely repro-
duced and disseminated, provided appropriate reference is given.
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